;o obtain shipping. Quite undaunted by this ob-itacle, he immediately chartered a ship at his own isk from one of his uncles, Sir Francis Evans, the chairman of the Union-Castle Line, and offered it :o the War Office. The offer was accepted, and he jailed from Southampton with one other squadron rf Yeomanry in January, 1900.
Thereafter commenced a career of adventure and daring which was not surpassed by any officer Df equal rank in South Africa. His force was attached to the 8th Division, and took part in all the operations leading up to Prinsloo's surrender in July, 1900. On one occasion the subject of our observations was reported killed. At this particular moment (although he was unaware of the fact) he was the Conservative candidate for the Isle of Wight at a bye-election. Many who voted for him (and many who abstained) were, according to the current report, of opinion that he was dead. However this may be (and such calculations are very disputable), he was elected by a majority of 1,000.
And all the time in South Africa he and his men were playing their part in the difficult guerilla warfare in which the Boers excelled. On one occasion, which became notorious, when in command of a rearguard, Seely was ordered to leave the kopje in the centre of the position from which he was directing operations with two troops, leaving two others to hold it. He sent back the two troops, but refused to retire himself, in the belief that he could be of more use there to the rearguard than by riding away. After hard fighting he completely frustrated the attempt of the Boers to encircle hirft, and extricated his command at a trifling cost
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